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Anne Siegrist 
Stephen Richard was ordained to the 

ministry at Chenunda Creek Fellowship on 
Sunday, June 27. Stephen had been serving 
the congregation as a licensed minister for 
the past two years. 

 Elaine Towner welcomed the audience 
and Vicki and Erin Dunne had the New 

Testament scripture reading. Billy 
Dickerson led the congregational singing. 
The Old Testament scripture was read by 
Dan Stoltzfus, pastor of the Liberty Penn-

sylvania Mennonite Church.  
 Special music was sung by soloist Robert 

Volk and by The Chenunda Creek Singers. 
Tim Wright, pastor of the Jesus Church, 
gave the message. Gene Miller, conference 
minister, heard Stephen and Dawn's ordi-
nation vows and the ordained pastors and 
spouses in the audience laid hands on them 
and prayed God's blessing on them. 

 The service closed with singing the song 
“My Life Flows On,” and Keith Chase gave 
the benediction.  A time of fellowship fol-
lowed the service.  

LIFE 
In New York Mennonite Conference 

July/August 2010 
Life in New York Mennonite Conference is published monthly. 

Editor: Sue Klassen <sueklassen@gmail.com> 
Congregational News Editor: Kirk House <nymclife@yahoo.com> 

Design Editor: Duane Davis <design.LIFE.NYMC@gmail.com> 
Deadline for next issue: August 25, 2010 

 

Dan Gallagher 
We are very pleased that Ervin Stutzman, 

Executive Director of Mennonite Church 
USA, will be guest speaker at Celebration 
2010, September 17-19. The theme for the 
adult program is “Forming New and Re-
newed Communities of Faith”. This is a 
unique chance to hear a top denominational 
leader speak about the opportunities and 
challenges facing Mennonites. 

Ervin will speak to the conference three 
times over the weekend. His presentation 
topics, based on the NY Conference’s 
“Dreams and Visions,” are: 

Living by the Power of the Spirit ... 
            …in dreams and visions 
            …for church renewal 
            …for church planting. 

 The adult program will include other 
sessions as well as time for worship and fel-
lowship with conference members and 
guests from our denomination. This year’s 
Youth program “Hearing God’s Voice in 
Creation” promises to be very exciting; see 
the adjoining article for details. 

This year’s gathering will be at 
Penn York Camp and Retreat 
Center, where “Fresh air, trees, 
birds, and 150 acres of hills, fields, 
meadows, wildlife, a large pond, 
are all here to increase your aware-
ness of creation and the Creator.” 
Penn York is just over the Pennsyl-
vania border in Ulysses, PA. Vari-
ous lodging options will be avail-
able. Celebration 2010 promises to 

be more affordable than in recent years; 
complete pricing info will be provided to 
congregations soon. 

Registration information, including the 
early bird discount, will be out soon! 

Celebration 2010:  Forming New and Renewed Communities of Faith 

Stephen Richard Ordained at Chenunda Creek 

Below: Don Siegrist, Dan Stoltzfus, Gene Miller, 
Dawn and Stephen Richard, Tim Wright, and 
Keith Chase.     Right:  Dawn and Stephen. 
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Save the Dates: 

Minister’s Retreat with Marcus Smucker, Aug. 9-11, Beaver Camp 
Celebration 2010 with Ervin Stutzman, September 17-19, Penn-York Camp 

“Bridges to the Cross,” MC-USA Bi-annual Convention, July 4-9, 2011, Pittsburgh 

 Youth at Celebration 2010 
Gene Miller 

Making new friends across the confer-
ence, lively worship, good food, fun, and 
encountering God in fresh ways…  these 
are some of the reasons why youth are 
encouraged to participate in the separate 
youth track during Celebration ’10 on 
Sept 17-19 at Penn-York Camp.  Shawn 
Borgosz, youth pastor at Alden Men-
nonite Church, is coordinating the 
weekend youth activities.  Special pric-
ing for youth will keep the cost for the 
weekend very reasonable. 

 The youth theme, “Hearing God’s 
Voice in Creation”, will focus on the 
teachings of Jesus drawn from the natu-
ral world along with activities and teach-
ing about creation care.  Stephen Rich-
ard, pastor of Chenunda Creek Fellow-
ship, also leads a local environmental 
group involved in stream bank improve-
ment.  Stephen will speak to youth on 
Friday evening.  On Saturday morning 
youth will take a field trip to one or 
more stream bank improvement projects 
with more Biblical teaching on care of 
creation interwoven into the morning.  
Youth will also do a hands on environ-
mental improvement project. Shawn 
will be speaking on Saturday evening 
looking at a few of the parables of Christ 
and how they lead to the cross.  Youth 
will join the adults for the Sunday 
morning worship service. 

A wide range of recreation activities 
await youth on Saturday afternoon and 
throughout the weekend.  Some options 
include the Challenge Course, 200’ wa-
ter slide, and boating on the pond. 

Youth leaders across the conference 
are encouraged to talk to youth in their 
congregations and contact Shawn Bor-
gosz for more information at: 
amcshawnb@roadrunner.com .  A 
printed brochure will also be released 
soon.     
 

Congregational News 
Edited by Kirk House 

Alden Pastor on Sabbatical 
On June 1 Pastor Phil Martin began a sabbatical 
which runs through Sept. 6. Various members of 
the congregation are preaching in his absence. 
 Lowville Transition 
The Transition Team at Lowville continues to 
lead the congregation's Renewal Journey.  Keith 
Zehr has been affirmed as a Transition Pastor 
through 2011.  Marcus Smucker, Harold Grace, 
and Mary Grace lead Reflective Understanding 
and Training sessions.  The congregation shares in 
one-hour “Conversations for Understanding.” Jeff 
Mayer serves as Congregational Facilitator. 

Also from Lowville 
On June 20, Lowville Mennonite Church met 

at Maple Ridge Center for Sunday services in con-
junction with a three-day Blue Grass Festival. The 
event featured some nationally known blue grass 
bands. 

Many from the church helped in various ways 
at the annual Beaver Camp Auction on June 12-
13. 

Mallori Norris, daughter of Dave and Isabelle 
Norris, is in Senegal with the Goshen College 
Study Service Term program. 

representative at the service, they express support 
for Keith's role in the dual-affiliated congregation. 

When asked about his new role at LMC,  Keith 
said “While a series of unfortunate events has led 
Lowville Mennonite Church into a challenging 
situation, the church has a marvelous opportunity 
to define itself and shape its ministry for a mis-
sional future.  My intent as an interim pastor is to 
provide pastoral care, to preach and present the 
many options we have as people of faith, and serve 
as a resource person for this process of analysis and 
decision.” 

A cookie and 
punch reception 
provided a way 
for the congrega-
tion to welcome 
Keith, Connie 
and Maggie to 
their new role. 

Alden “Night of Surrender” 
On June 18th Alden Mennonite Church 
hosted a regional “Night of Surrender” 
with live music from Soundgate.  AMC's 
own Hearts of Fire Youth Drama Team 
performed and Nathan Nedopak gave his 
amazing testimony. The highlight of the 
evening was the message from Pastor 
Mike Chorey of Crossriver Church and 
Joshua Revolution. His message from 
Romans 8 brought many of the over 100 
people to the altar in a spirit of broken-
ness before God. God was glorified and 
multiple local congregations fellow-
shipped together until nearly midnight.  

Lowville Sewing Circle 
In May Faithful Workers Sewing Circle 
collected 26 sewing kits and $395.  Out-
put and donations for the day included 
three relief kits, four crocheted baby 
sweaters, one crocheted baby blanket, 
four 60 x 80 quilts, one crib quilt, one 
baby quilt, one queen-size quilt, five 
baby layettes, and twelve pounds of used 
clothing. 

Commissioning Service for Keith Zehr at Lowville 
Stephanie Houser Fouse 

On Sunday July 11, a commissioning 
service was held at Lowville Mennonite 
Church.  Keith Zehr will be serving as 
part-time interim pastor for about a year 
and a half during LMC's transition pe-
riod.  Marcus Smucker, congregational 
consultant, provided a sermon about 
what a pastor is.  Terry Zehr, NYMC 
overseer, led the installation.  He also 
shared that he has been in contact with 
Conservative Mennonite Conference.  
Although they were unable to have a 

Below: Donald Roggie, Keith Zehr, Paul 
Schamback, Terry Zehr.  Right:  Keith and 
Connie Zehr. 
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